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Introduction  

Each of us comes from somewhere, lives somewhere, is influenced by a certain culture, has some 
skin color, professes some values, is used to living in some society. Many societies may have been 
composed of very similar people for some time in their history, who have a natural tendency not to 
accept those who are different in some ways. But people have always moved, migrated for various 
reasons, changed athe territory where they want to live on.  

Today's world is already quite complicated and intertwined and migration makes it even more 
complicated. It brings people where they have never been, brings unusual differences. Some people 
and culture lead to symbiosis, others to conflict. In order to live in such a world, we must try to 
reflect our history, identify the prejudices or stereotypes that we have associated with migrants and 
refugees, people of other nations and cultures and be able to openly perceive the individual and not 
just the group identity of the people surrounding them. We live together with other people whose 
difference we should respect.  Only then will we be able to create a better future for our social life, 
where we will be open to mutual relationships and all-round satisfaction and dignity. Yes, we are 
not the same, we are very different. But we are equal in being human. 

The aim of this educational brochure is to raise awareness of migration, migrants and refugees. You 
will find a definition of terms “migration”, “migrant” and “refugee”, then law and historical 
coherence with the theme of migration and refugees, putting this topic in the context of some 
European countries. Furthermore, there is a glossary of other important terms that are directly 
related to migration and refugees - such as racism, xenophobia, cultural identity or issues connected 
with asylum procedures.  

There are also selected educational activities intended for school lessons. These are warm-up, 
introductory and motivational games that, through experiential pedagogy, enable students to 
approach refugees and migration issues in a better way.    
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WHO IS THE REFUGEE AND MIGRANT?  

The people affected by migration and people who live with us today or can once live are also 
refugees. However, in order to understand who is a refugee and migrant, we must first look at 
migration itself and then at the distinction between the concepts of “migrant” and “refugee” which 
do not have the same meaning. 

Migration 
Human migration is the movement of people from one place to another with the intentions of 
settling, permanently or temporarily, in a new location. The movement is often over long distances 
and from one country to another, but internal migration is also possible; in fact, this is the dominant 
form of migration globally. People may migrate as individuals, in family units or in large groups. 

People have moved throughout history, often to improve their living conditions, to provide their 
families and children with better opportunities, to escape poverty or persecution, instability and 
war. A glimpse into the past suggests that migration is nothing unknown to humans. If we look at 
the numbers, migration is a crucial process in shaping human society and geopolitical and economic 
relations at both local and global levels. The current situation is truly unique in terms of the number 
of migrants. But when we compare the numbers of migrating people in the past to the global 
population at that time, the current situation is not particularly remarkable. Nevertheless, migration 
has been exceptional since the mid-20th century. It is primarily due to the diversification of the 
reasons for migration, the expansion of migration to all corners of the world, across all social, 
economic, age, educational or gender groups, and the shrinking of the world through the 
development of transport and information infrastructure. Departures and arrivals in today's 
migration are not definitive and do not necessarily have to be linked to breaking ties with the 
country of origin. Today's migration is also different in terms of national and international 
legislation. It also induces production of international treaties and conventions regulating the rights 
of migrants, the movement of labor migrants, family members, students, vulnerable persons and 
others, as well as agreements regulating the rules for compulsory insurance, money transfer and 
migrant goods, etc. But the presence of migrants is also a driving force for change at the local level. 
There is a meeting of cultures, languages, customs, religion, cuisine and sports hobbies, musical 
tastes or fashion. Migration is an impulse for change, but also a challenge to withstand these 
changes. The international community, the individual states and their political representatives, the 
host societies, but especially the migrants themselves, their families and their neighbors face the 
challenge every day. International human migration is also a challenge for the validity of 
international treaties and conventions, for the universality and inalienability of human rights and 
the coherence of different political groups, in the context of Europe - above all for EU cohesion. 

Migrant 
The term migrant mostly describes someone who freely decides to move to another area or country 
often with better material or social conditions or a better perspective for themselves and their 
family. People also migrate for many other reasons. Migrants leave their country for other reasons 
they can go to improve their lives to join friends and relatives or for other reasons. Here are some 
of the people who are migrants: 1. A young woman with only a chance to go to another country. 
Migrants may not face immediate danger if they return to the country they have left behind but 
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they have very good reasons to leave. Many people migrate because of poverty, food shortages or 
because they face other challenges like natural disasters or environmental problems. Moving to 
another country gives some chance to improve their lives or better provide for their families. While 
they face similar challenges, such as navigating new cultures languages and processes, the legal 
situation of refugees and migrants is different. International law gives refugees the right to seek 
safety in another country. They cannot be sent back if they face danger in the country they left 
behind. That rule usually does not apply to migrant countries deal with migrants under their own 
immigration laws and processes.  

Within Europe, they were in the 1950s and 1960s typical short-term programs for foreign workers 
– working migrants. Within these programs, migrant workers were recruited to help with post-war 
construction. In some European countries, a new trend of migration from colonies or former 
colonies in Asia and Africa has emerged. In the coming decades, the features of migration were even 
more diverse, as people came from all over the world for a variety of reasons. Many foreigners come 
to the European Union today as migrant workers. They complement the labor shortage while trying 
to gain economic opportunities or merge with relatives. The changing demographic situation in the 
EU has led analysts and observers to believe that, due to the aging of the EU population and the 
persistently low birth rate, there is no choice but to rely more and more on migration if the EU is to 
maintain its economic growth. Many migrant workers work in less qualified positions that the local 
population is not interested in. At the other end of the scale are highly skilled migrant workers, 
recruited to work in areas where labor is scarce. 

Writer Max Frisch once said about post-war temporary labor migration programs to the developed 
countries of Europe: "We wanted a workforce, but humans came." His sentence captures the story 
of labor migration and the subsequent formation of diasporas not only in the parts of the old 
continent where there is an active recruitment process. It turns out that every country experiencing 
economic growth is looking for workers in foreign labor markets. And each of these states is 
considering temporary labor migration. Western European countries have been doing this for the 
second half of the 20th century, and the former post-socialist countries of Central Europe, the Gulf 
countries and the newly industrialized countries of Southeast and East Asia are doing so. But the 
history of the more experienced shows that if a country wants to respect the principles of 
democracy and abide by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international treaties 
and conventions it is committed to, it is at least problematic to create incentives for labor migration 
and not to allow immigrants to settle or to leave freely. In addition, stories from Germany, France 
and the US show that the longer a country and its society clarify whether or not it is an immigration 
country, the longer it takes to take measures that lead to the integration of immigrants into the 
majority society. The more energy, effort and finance the state has to spend later on integrating and 
coexisting the majority and the new population 

Voluntary migration 
So voluntary migration is a migration for the following reasons: labor migration, for study, to merge 
family, for experience and generally because people want a better life. These are the reasons that 
lead people to be long-term or permanently moved to another country and other cultural area. 
When discussing the conditions of labor migration we let our students know the fact that labor 
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migration is regulated by the state because migrants from third countries need their work and 
residence permits. 

Refugee 
According to the Geneva Convention, every person outside his / her own country is a refugee and 
has a legitimate fear of being persecuted for his race, religion or nationality, or for belonging to 
certain social classes or to holding certain political views. The Geneva Convention (International 
Convention on the Status of Refugees) was signed in 1951 to protect refugees in the territory of the 
signatory states: both the protection of asylum seekers (the possibility of asylum procedures, access 
to medical care, access to education) and the protection of recognized refugees (asylum seekers' 
rights in the country of asylum). Countries have a legal obligation to protect refugees even in a safe 
country because life as a refugee can be daunting. 

In the country refugees live in, conflict or persecution have put them at risk. They have no other 
choice but to flee and leave their country to seek safety. This means leaving a lot behind - one of 
the hardest decisions a person can ever take. So what makes a person and a refugee. Refugees are 
no longer in their own country and have crossed at least one border to flee from a conflict which 
would put them at risk if they return or are at risk of persecution because of their nationality, race 
or sexual orientation or because they associate with a certain religion or a social group or a political 
opinion. Some get jailed or harmed physically or mentally. Refugees often flee with no more than 
clothes on their back and leave their everyday life behind. They may lose their home, their savings 
and their family and loved ones. The journey to safety can be long and dangerous. During the 
journey people can get hurt and many lost their lives. All of this can cause severe trauma. Refugees 
may continue to deal with trauma. Some are separated from their family and then longing to reunite 
with loved ones. There may be challenges related to adaptation to the new environment - host 
countries can provide assistance to learn the language and adapt to the cultural and other 
differences but some refugees can return home if their country becomes safe enough. Others will 
remain and integrate in their host countries. With the right support refugees can integrate and live 
a new life. Some refugees eventually become citizens of their host country. 

Providing protection to people fleeing home from persecution is one of the oldest features of 
civilization. It is mentioned in texts written 3 500 years ago at the time of the Middle East, in 
Assyrian, respectively. The Babylonian Empire or in ancient Egypt. Three millennia later, refugee 
protection became the foundation of UNHCR's mandate (OSN), which was founded to help refugees 
- especially those who had nowhere to return after World War II. Refugees have no protection of 
their country of origin, and it's often the authorities of this country that refugees are escaping from. 
Unless another country gives them protection, they are at risk of death or life in unbearable 
conditions. The aim of refugee protection is to find a lasting solution that allows these people to 
start again - in dignified and safe conditions. Such solutions include integration in the country of 
asylum, return home, if possible, or relocation to another country. 

Within Europe, a large number of asylum seekers and refugees were flowing in the 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s to flee conflicts and human rights violations in many parts of the world. After the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, problems of human trafficking and smuggling occurred in the 1990s. These activities 
led to an influx of illegal, often defenseless, migrants. As the European Union has stepped up its 
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external border controls, it is now much more difficult for refugees and migrants to get to Europe. 
Today, migrants and refugees have to choose other, often more dangerous, routes to join the EU. 

Forced migration 
The migration of refugees who are persecuted in their country for political, religious, ethnic, ethnic 
or social group, is the forced migration. Refugees have the right under the international law 
protection, to apply for asylum. Mainly the reasons for persecution are mostly individuals' activities 
against undemocratic regimes or the hardships that people drive out of their homes. Further one 
can pursue the path of refugees from the country of origin and the dangers that these people are 
willing to undergo, to save their lives and / or dignity. An important topic is the life of refugees in 
the new country - the theme of integration and the difficulties that refugees face, but also the 
potential they possess. Refugees cannot be perceived only as people in need, possibly humanitarian 
aid, but, on the contrary, as people who are temporarily in a very disadvantageous position, but as 
everyone else others also they must have the opportunity to use their personal and professional 
potential. 

However… 
Distinction between forced migration and voluntary migration is not always unambiguous; in many 
stories of so-called voluntary migrants there are many compulsions or impulses to escape, similarly 
in many stories of forced migrants there are many elements of self-determination, choice or 
preparation. International migration is often distinguished into legal and illegal. A legal migrant is 
one who fulfills all the conditions of the laws of the countries where he lives. An illegal migrant does 
not meet some of the conditions – but not always voluntarily or intentionally. 

What do numbers show about forced and voluntary migration? 
In 2017, there were around 258 million migrants in the world (compared to 222 million in 2010). 
About 80 million people left Asia, 78 million from Europe, 58 million from North America. 
Approximately 67 percent of all migrants live in only 20 countries, most in the US, Germany, the 
Russian Federation and Saudi Arabia. Interestingly, 110 million migrants were born in Asia, 64 
million in Europe. In 2018, over 68,5 million people worldwide were forced to leave their homes. Of 
these, only about 25,4 million are refugees. Others are internally displaced persons who have been 
forced to leave their original place of residence and resort to another country within their state. 

Over 28,000 people a day around the world are forced to leave their homes as a result of conflict or 
persecution. Also interesting is that 57 percent of refugees from recent years come from only three 
countries, South Sudan (2, 4 million), Afghanistan (2.6 million) and Syria (6.5 million). Although it is 
often claimed that all refugees are heading to Europe, this is not entirely true. For the most part, 
refugees are fleeing just beyond their original state, where they reside in refugee camps and await 
their return home. The statistics show that most of the refugees live in these host countries: Turkey 
- 3.5 million, Uganda - 1.4 million, Pakistan - 1.4 million Lebanon - 1 million, Iran - 979 000. 

EU migration policy 
In the European Union, member countries have the power to set their own immigration rules. These 
vary considerably from country to country. However, there are common approaches to migration 
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at EU level that apply to all or most of the EU Member States. The essential factor of the approach 
to migration is coping with the challenges of economic growth and labor shortages. The integration 
of migrants and the fight against illegal migration (particularly abuse, trafficking and smuggling) are 
also important. 
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THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE WITH MIGRATION AND ETHNIC 
DIFFERENCES 

 

1. THE CZECH REPUBLIC  
Every society confronted with migration and migrants (or refugees) is different, both the current 
situation of the society and the past experiences play a role in traditional cultural images of 
migrants, refugees and migration. For example, American society is often given as an example of 
society which just builds its identity on migration because, put simply, everyone in America is 
actually an immigrant, so migration is nothing special or negative for the American. Experience of 
Czech citizens and shared cultural images of migrants and foreigners are quite different in this 
respect. 

Ethnic homogeneity 
Czech society is - in terms of willingness to accept ethnic diversity – in a relatively disadvantageous 
situation. Czech history is perceived as a history of a more or less closed geographic space, the 
relationship to the homeland is also heavily influenced by motto of Czech writer Viktor Dyk: "If you 
leave me, I will not die, if you forsake me, you will perish… ”. Although the migration tradition, 
especially in the 19th century, was quite rich, the Czechs do not have much colective memories of 
migration (Činátl, K., Pinkas, J. 2011). At the same time, Vienna was the largest “Czech” city, 
hundreds of thousands of Czechs lived there, Czech colonists inhabiting parts of Russia or Volyně 
even numbered up to 1.6 million people. 

In addition to the lack of migration experience in czech memory, there is another substantial 
experience: for historical reasons, The Czech Republic has been ethnically homogeneous in recent 
decades. This means that there was basically only one ethnicity in the country. Even Czechoslovakia 
was organized federally, each nation had its own state, and they concluded a federation agreement. 
So the ideal of nationalism was fulfilled: "to each nation its own state", which is very attractive and 
politically successful. This establishes the idea that it is right for every nation to have its own state, 
and vice versa, that only one should live in one state nation. Thus, ethnic homogeneity has become 
our tradition that we consider normal and correct. Concepts of ethnically and culturally different 
people living in one territory we do not consider as “traditional” or “normal” for us. 

The ethnic homogeneity of the Czech population began to be built after the collapse of Austria-
Hungary, when it was multinational the monarchy turned into states markedly based on the national 
principle. The next step to ethnic cleanliness was postwar expulsion of German nationality. The last 
act of homogenization can be considered the disintegration of the Czech-Slovak federation into two 
national states.  

 

Xenophobia is defined as a fear of the unknown. This fear then has its social and social-psychological 
foundations. Such the basis for xenophobia is the feeling or fear that the correct (in our case 
homogeneous) form of the society is violated. 
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The Germans: foreigners as enemies  
Xenophobic and also racist attitudes can rely on another element. The element is the image of an 
foreigner as an enemy. Foreigners-enemies have historically been Germans ("we have suffered" 
under Austria, German language still has the meaning of a language that has suppressed Czech 
language for many people). On many examples, we can show how this not only historically arose, 
but was also deliberately reinforced, especially after World War II, but also today in relation to the 
Germans displaced from the Sudetenland. This "German - old enemy" was a sort of a hegemon who 
seemed to want to take everything or buy everything. And it is the feeling that the foreigners "take 
something from us", they buy everything from us, or they win us in an undetermined way. This 
attitude is somewhat strong in some parts of Czech society. 

Vietnamese: foreigners outside Czech society 
There is another picture of a foreigner who also contributes to Czech xenophobia and the relatively 
unfavorable acceptance of migrants. This picture shows a stranger or a migrant as a man who lives 
in the Czech Republic but is severely separated from the society and this separation is considered 
right and legitimate. Which means, among other things, that the authorities of the state either have 
power over the foreigner or at least consistent supervision.  

As a typical example of such a position of foreigners we can point to the history of Vietnamese in 
the Czech Republic. Vietnamese students and apprentices arrived in the Czech Republic in an 
organized manner, based on an interstate agreement, ie not by their own activities. Their place of 
residence and activity were predetermined and their actions were under constant supervision. The 
same was true for students from other, then friendly, countries. The result of this history is, among 
other things, our post-revolutionary surprise that these migrants today do not act as previously 
agreed or as allowed by the Czech state, but they act as they wish, and that they are "only" subject 
to laws, just like everyone else.  

An essential feature of socialist contractual migration was its temporariness - migrants were 
supposed to study in the Czech Republic, get higher qualify or work a certain amount of work, and 
then leave. Even this temporary nature is for us, even for the Government of the Czech Republic 
and the Ministry interior, still a characteristic that we attribute to migrants and which entitles them 
to stay in the Czech Republic: whether they work here or they study, but then go home. Even in this 
respect, it is a surprise to society when migrants remain or even they leave the future open and it is 
not clear to them whether they will stay or leave. This so-called differentiated plan how to integrate 
migrants (that is, staying foreigners, but only for a limited time and with rules different from those 
for majority) is probably a formula that has survived from the past decades, which is neither 
theoretically nor practically advantageous as migrant inclusion pattern. Migrants do not become a 
genuine part of society this way - they live alongside it, separately, and this is unsustainable in the 
long term because it causes social tension. 

Where to go in the future? 
History is a major challenge for the current situation of Czech society. We cannot adhere in the past. 
While in 19th and the 20th century, the nations established themselves, formed relationships with 
other nations, and built their own specific identities based on political independence, today Czech 
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society is in a different situation. The state is member of the European Union, member of the 
Commonwealth of States and Nations, who are looking for a way to get closer to each other, how 
to work together while overcoming nationalism that tends to divide people. That is why the 
European Union also supports transnational cooperation and cross-border regions. It thus offers its 
citizens to identify themselves with different natural groups than their nation - perhaps with the 
inhabitants of one of the border mountains (eg Šumava Mountains, Jizera Mountains – where 
Germans and Czechs and other people live side by side ). 

Migration in Czech Republic 
The post-revolutionary migration to the Czech Republic has undergone several phases. At the 
beginning of the 1990s, laws restricting movement across borders were relaxed and the number of 
migrants in the then Czechoslovakia and then in the Czech Republic started to rise The Czech 
Republic has transformed from an emigration country (people from here rather leaving) on an 
immigration country (the number of arrivals is higher than the number of emigrants). Sure the 
turning point was the year 2000, when the new Act on the Residence of Foreigners in the Czech 
Republic came into force, which substantially strengthened the entry and residence regime of most 
foreigners in the Czech Republic. After easing the law, the number of migrants began to rise again 
and another slowdown was caused by the effects of the global economic crisis in 2009. 

At the end of 2018, 564,000 migrants lived in the Czech Republic. Most of them came from Ukraine 
(131 000) , Vietnam (61 000), Russia (38 000). Then USA, Mongolia, China, Kazakhstan, Moldovia.  

Refugees in Czech Republic 
In addition to migrants who have come and come to the Czech Republic voluntarily, there is a group 
of migrants who have been forced - for example, because they ran away from persecution or war. 
The residence of these refugees is regulated by the Asylum Act. This law (which is an application of 
International Convention on the Status of Refugees) gives everyone the right to seek asylum in the 
Czech Republic in order to (the right to seek asylum does not mean the right for asylum - only the 
right to apply for asylum and get a proper decision). 

Overall, since 1990, over 98 thousand people have applied for asylum in the Czech Republic. Such a 
high number of applicants is mainly due to the massive inflow of asylum seekers in the 1990s, who, 
however, mostly did not intend to stay in the Czech Republic, but whose aim was the states of 
Western Europe, and the Czech Republic they also left very soon. In the 1990s, the Czech Republic 
was predominantly a transit country, mainly due to its geographical location location in the 
neighborhood of Germany. However, the situation gradually began to change and for many asylum 
seekers the Czech Republic is new democracy has become a real destination.  

However, the number of asylum seekers in the Czech Republic has been substantially lower than in 
Western Europe: in recent years, the annual number of asylum seekers has not exceeded three 
thousands. 

In the end of 2017 asylum was granted to a total of 2 669 persons and additional 2238 persons were 
granted subsidiary protection. In recent years, asylum seekers from Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Syria have most often been granted asylum. Overall, it is annually international 
protection for approximately 100-300 people. 
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Refugee Crisis in context of Visegrad Four 
In the Czech Republic, the refugee crisis did not manifest itself significantly. Our country has become 
mainly transit for refugees countries. The Czech Republic had a system of mandatory redistribution 
of migrants under quotas set by the European Union.  

In September 2015, 387 refugees from Italy, 1251 refugees from Greece and 1,340 refugees from 
Hungary were recruited by the Union. So together 2978 refugees. The reason was to help those EU 
countries where the most migrants are (Italy, Greece), which are on the border of Schengen area, 
where applicants submit their applications for international protection. However, the Visegrad 
countries are trying to combat the introduction of quotas from the very beginning. They consider 
the system to be dysfunctional and ineffective. Part of the position of the entire Visegrad Four is, in 
particular, targeted support and protection of the Schengen borders, strengthening return policy 
and coordination against organized crime (smuggling groups). Big criticism also appeared towards 
the principle of majority voting on the distribution of migrants by the EU, allowing some states to 
be easy outvoted. 

In 2015 the Czech Republic withdrew from the quota system in the European Parliament. Prime 
Minister Bohuslav Sobotka pledged to accept at least 1,100 people by the end of 2017, but on a 
"voluntary" basis. It does, of course our country has accepted only 12 refugees from Greece. 
Therefore, on 4 January 2018, the European Commission filed with the European Commission the 
Court of Justice to the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary due to non-compliance with 
redistribution obligations. 

  

2. THE UNITED KINGDOM  
Refugees have made a massive cultural, social and economic contribution to life in the UK in the last 
450 years, despite often negative government and popular responses. Many famous household 
names are evidence of the presence of refugees: Camille Pisarro, Sigmund Freud, Frank Auerback 
and Arthur Koestler to name but a few. 

Refugees in British history 
In British history dating as far back as 1560 the country has taken in refugees from all over the world. 
Various groups have in history have fled persecution to the UK and have eventually settling in this 
country. Dutch protestants were one if the eariest griyos and this group of refugees introduced fish 
and chips to the UK. Seven of the twenty-four founders of 

the Bank of England were Huguenots - refugees. The first Governor of the Bank of England, Sir John 
Houlbon was a son of Huguenot refugees. David Garrick, the Shakespearean actor who has a theatre 
in London named after him and John Holland, who improved microscope design and who’s name 
lives on in Dolland and Aitchison were both descendants of Huguenots. 

During revolutions in Europe we recieved exiles who were of prominent political dissident who fled 
charges of high treason in Germany, including Karl Marx or Victor Hugo, a politician and political 
writer, best known for his inspirational work, “Les Misérables”. Thoughout centuries we have 
recieved tens of thousands of Jews from various decents fleing persecution.   
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During the 1900s the world wars created an influx of refugees and also saw more refugee children 
particularly from the Basque region and Jews fleeing Nazi Germany.  

From the 50s and 60s more than 50,000 refugees from the Soviet Union, Romania and 
Czechoslovakia, Hungry narrived in the UK. Some of them were living in refugee camps at the end 
of the Second World War and did not want to return to their home countries. Other refugees were 
political opponents of the new communist governments in Eastern Europe. In the 70s and 80s we 
saw more Ugandan Asians, Chileans and Vietnamese coming into the country.  

Polish people and Indians as the largest national minorities 
Poland, India and Pakistan are the top three countries of birth for the foreign-born accounting 
respectively for 10%, 9% and 6% of the total. Poland is also the top country of citizenship of foreign 
citizens, accounting for 16.4% of non-UK citizens living in the UK. 

Post war when the UK was rebuilding itself Indians were lured to Britain by the promise of 
employment. There were severe labour shortages and reaching out to the commonwealth offered 
an opportunity for recruitment. Immigration was one solution to this problem. A 1948 Act gave 
Commonwealth citizens free entry to Britain, and the arrival of the SS Empire Windrush from 
Jamaica in June that year marked the symbolic start of the postwar immigration boom. Many 
hundreds of thousands came from India, Pakistan and the West Indies to Britain through the 1950s, 
not just for short-term work, but settling for good. Immigration has continued and widened ever 
since, resulting in an ethnic and cultural diversity that would have been unthinkable in 1945. 

Post the war we also recieved a lot of refugees from Poland. At this point the government passed 
The Polish Resettlement Act in 1947 which provided considerable support for the refugees to 
rebuild their lives. The Poles were instrumental in building new houses, filling labour shortages and 
laying the foundations of British post-war society. 

Although we have had a long history of polish nationals migranting to the UK, recently the polish 
community has overytaken then Indian community as the biggest ethnic minority group after white 
british. Topping out at over 3 million, this jumped up after Poland joined the EU in 2004. The majority 
afre ecomonic migrants coming to the UK for work and education.  

Post-brexit we believe there will be another influx from the former commonwealth in order to cover 
the shortages of labour that we may experience from losing some EU migrants.  

Migration in the UK 
An estimated 202,000 citizens from other EU countries immigrated to the UK in the year to 
September 2018, and about 145,000 emigrated abroad. So EU ‘net migration’ was around 57,000—
roughly the lowest level recorded since 2009. In the year before the referendum, net EU migration 
was estimated at 189,000, so there’s been a large fall following the vote. We don’t know how much 
of that is a direct result of the decision to leave, but that and the Brexit process over the past few 
years has clearly had an impact. Madeleine Sumption, from the Migration Observatory at the 
University of Oxford, commented: “The overall story the data tell on EU migration is clear: Britain is 
not as attractive to EU migrants as it was a couple of years ago. That may be because of Brexit-
related political uncertainty, the falling value of the pound making UK wages less attractive, or 
simply the fact that job opportunities have improved in other EU countries. EU net migration 
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happened to be unusually high in the run-up to the referendum, so at least some of this decline 
would probably have happened anyway even without Brexit.” Estimated non-EU net migration, 
meanwhile, is 261,000 a year—the highest level recorded since 2004. It has been almost consistently 
higher than EU migration for decades. 

Although the numbers of EU migrants have increased more rapidly than non-EU migrants over the 
past decade, Non-EU foreign born still make up a majority of the foreign-born population. In 2017, 
39% of the foreign-born population were EU born. 

Refugees in the UK 
Asylum seekers from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Bosnians, Kosovans Cyprus, Iran, Afghanistan, Iran, Ghana, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Somalia, Turkey, Congo, Burundi, Sudan, Angola, Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Kenya, 
Algeria, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Colombia, the former Soviet Union and eastern European countries 
have sought asylum in the UK. They have brought with them a wealth of skills, languages, experience 
and knowledge. 

Successive governments have tried to restrict their access to the country, and create harsher 
conditions for asylum seekers in the UK to deter potential newcomers. In July 2004, the fifth piece 
of increasingly restrictive legislation on asylum and immigration received Royal Assent since 1993. 

There were an estimated 123,000 refugees in the UK in 2015. That’s around 0.2% of the population. 
In 2016, there were around 39,000 applications for asylum in the UK. That’s including dependant 
family members of the main applicant. The top five nationalities for UK asylum applications were 
Iranian, Pakistani, Iraqi, Afghan and Bangladeshi. In terms of asylum grants (before any appeal), 
Syrians topped the list, followed by Iranians, Eritreans, Sudanese and Afghans. These figures don’t 
include over 5,000 people resettled from other parts of the world, as distinct from coming to the 
UK to apply for asylum (you can’t do so from another country). The vast majority of those have been 
Syrians. 

There may also be asylum seekers whose claim has been rejected that join the “irregular migrant 
population”, as immigration policy experts refer to it. Others might call them “illegal immigrants”. 
It's hard to get a handle on how many failed asylum seekers are still here without permission, let 
alone the entire "irregular" population. 

However, there’s no official figure for the number of refugees in the UK. It partly depends on who 
you consider a “refugee”, given that people’s residence status can change over time after being 
granted asylum. They may start on a time-limited residence permit, move to permanent residence, 
through to British citizenship. Someone who arrived here in the country as a refugee—perhaps as a 
child—and is now a UK citizen might or might not still consider themselves a refugee. 

Refugee crisis in the UK 
Durig the crisis the UK  pleadge to take 20,000 vulnerable refugees over the 4 years, only from camps 
in the region, and not those who have crossed the Mediterranean into Europe. 

Prime Minster at the time told MPs: “We will continue to show the world that this country is a 
country of extraordinary compassion, always standing up for our values and helping those in need.” 
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At the moment the UK is on track to fail this pledge with less than half being resettled and with 
unaccompanied minors not being supported in the way that was committed.  

  

3. BELGIUM  
The history of immigration in Belgium is as old as that of the country. However, its shape will change 
over time. Whereas until the end of the 19th century, international migration in Belgium was 
relatively short distance, migrants coming mainly from neighboring countries, today it is 
characterized by a great diversity of nationalities and migrants from more and more distant 
countries. Between these two periods, we have the second world war and all the upheavals it will 
engender, but also a constant: the importance of "the law of supply and demand for labor". 

Belgium as heterogeneous cosmopolitan country  
As of 1 January 2015, population registers in Belgium numbered some 11,209 million, of which 
almost 10 million (9,953,758) were Belgian, 902,580 were foreigners from the European continent 
and 352,706 were non-European non-nationals. In Belgium, most migrants come from: Italy, 
Netherlands, Morocco, Poland, Romania, Spain, Portugal, Germany and Turkey. The first three 
countries alone represent 37% of the foreign population in Belgium. The inhabitants of Brussels who 
are present in the Region on 1st January 2016 are born with 184 different nationalities. Among these 
nationalities at birth, the Belgian, Moroccan and French nationalities were the three most 
represented. Belgium has a past rich in bilateral agreements with various countries for finding labor. 
Many were those who reached Belgium to work in mines, starting in the 30s. According to the World 
Migration Report 2015, Brussels is the most cosmopolitan city in Europe, and even the second 
largest in the world after Dubai. The Belgian population is highly heterogeneous, in Brussels more 
than one inhabitant out of three is not Belgian. The different ethnic groups coexist on the territory. 
there are of course conflicts concerning the management of diversity of the population and the 
different cultures that compose it. Expressions and tensions that mark the differences, affiliations 
and enrollments in specific cultures are increasingly present. 

Congolese: from student´s migration over economic issues to family 
reunification 
The first Congolese migrations, between 1946 and 1974, were mainly made by students, tourists 
and traders. Between 1975 and 1983, when Belgium ended the economic migration by quotas, 
Congolese migration is maintained and even increases, unlike the others. This discrepancy is 
explained by different migration patterns. We can indeed talk about economic migration for the 
Congolese only from the 80s. Congolese migration to Belgium has shifted from a predominantly 
student movement to a settlement strategy motivated by demands for international protection and 
family reunification.  

Between the beginning of the 1960s and the end of the 1980s, a large number of Congolese returned 
to the country. From the 1990s, these returns are severely limited, and Congolese migrants are 
more in a logic of installation and long-term migration. Since the beginning of the 90s, this Congolese 
migration has been aging and becoming more feminized. 
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Congolese migration is also highly educated, compared to other nationality groups. Maybe a logical 
consequence of the student character of Congolese migration since independence. However, the 
unemployment rate of this population is high, which raises questions both in the valuation of their 
diplomas and discrimination in the labor market. Another indicator is unfavorable to Congolese 
migrants in socioeconomic terms: the overrepresentation of single-parent and isolated households, 
generally considered as an index of social and economic fragility. 

Other questions arise, particularly from the point of view of the geographical location of Congolese 
immigration, especially oriented towards Brussels and Wallonia. Between 2001 and 2005, five 
municipalities in the Brussels Region received 30% of Congolese immigration. It should be noted, 
however, that the Congolese population that has become Belgian tends to concentrate less in the 
urban centers and settle in the periphery of the latter, probably because it has been resident for a 
longer time on the territory. The Congolese remain an ethnic minority in Belgium. 

Migration in Belgium  
Immigration to Belgium is mainly European immigration. Nearly two-thirds of the foreign population 
present in Belgium is composed of European Union nationals. As regards third-country nationals, 
the main routes of entry into Belgium are family reunion, studies, work and asylum application.  

Unlike other colonial powers, Belgium never encouraged the recruitment of Congolese labor by 
companies established in Belgium. Several explanations have been put forward to explain this 
position: the small Congotip population, the policy of non-assimilation and the refusal to melt the 
Congolese in a Belgian mold, the desire not to deprive the colonial companies of manpower. 

From Congo's independence (1960), Congolese immigration to Belgium gradually intensified but 
remained a very marginal phenomenon from a quantitative point of view. There is now a very large 
proportion of students. On the other hand, between 1960 and 1965, apart from the "cadre" tip 
(coming within the framework of their training), there are very few immigrant workers.  

From the second half of the 1960s, refugees (fleeing for political reasons) and people looking for a 
better economic situation will begin to arrive.  

Refugees in Belgium 
During the 1930s, Belgium welcomed many refugees from different states: Russia (after the 1917 
Revolution), then Germany - mainly Jews - (with the arrival of the Nazis in 1933), and in a smaller 
measure of Italy (after the arrival of Mussolini in power). The Second World War leaves a ravaged 
European continent divided into two "blocks" (East / West). Misery reigns in Italy where the level of 
unemployment is very high and the political situation very tense.  

For its part, Belgium is facing a huge coal deficit that hinders its reconstruction objectives, most 
industrial sectors (metallurgy, cement, lime kilns, textiles, ...) unable to meet the demand by 
insufficient coal. This situation is mainly due to a decrease in the workforce employed in the sector, 
the Belgians agreeing less and less to descend to the bottom of the mine. At first, Belgium will turn 
to the work of German prisoners of war. In December 1945, 46,000 prisoners of war were occupied 
in the mines.  
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From May 1947, German prisoners of war will have to be released. As for the Belgian workers, they 
are more and more reluctant to mine and leave at the first opportunity. The crucial question then 
is to know by whom to replace them. The public authorities then decided to return to the pre-war 
policy of recruiting foreign workers. Italian miners find themselves side by side with displaced 
people from eastern countries (Ukraine, Hungary, East Germany). In fact, between 1947 and 1949, 
23,000 refugees from Eastern Europe were engaged in the Belgian mines. They are part of the last 
million refugees from Eastern Europe.  

Similarly, from 1956 to 1957, 1,900 refugees, mostly Hungarians, will be recruited from the camps 
of Austria, Yugoslavia and Germany to work in the coal mines. A quota of 7,000 Hungarian refugees 
will be hosted in Belgium following the events in Hungary in 1956. Because of the many accidents 
in the mines, Belgium turned to other recruitment areas and concluded new bilateral agreements, 
notably with Spain (1956) and Greece (1957) covering 3,400 Spanish workers and 7,800 Greek 
workers. Then, it will be the turn of Morocco and Turkey (1964). The foreign population will increase 
by 263,000 units between 1961 and 1970, mainly by family reunification. It was in 1980 that the first 
law on residence, establishment and removal of foreigners was passed. It will be the subject of many 
revisions and adaptations to date. It is also from this period that dates the first antiracist law (the 
Law of July 30, 1981 tending to repress certain acts inspired by racism or xenophobia).  

Since the mid-1980s, Belgium has experienced a new phase of immigration growth. Since the 2000s, 
the increase has been particularly important. In 2010, foreign immigration reached 140,375 
immigrants and 138,071 immigrants for the year 2011. This far exceeded the maximums observed 
in 1948 and 1964.  

In 2014, 128,465 foreigners were registered (5% more than in 2013). EU citizens top the list of 
immigrants to Belgium (64%). Among EU-28 citizens, eight out of ten immigrants come from seven 
countries, including Romania (12% of total foreign immigration), France (11%), the Netherlands 
(8%), Poland (6%), Italy (5%), Spain (5%) and Bulgaria (4%). For the first time in the history of foreign 
immigration to Belgium, Romanians arrive in front of the French. European non-EU nationals 
represent only 5% of immigrants. Of these, Turkey is the main country of origin (2% of total foreign 
immigration). Behind Europe, Africa is the second largest continent of origin for immigrants (13%), 
about half of which comes from subSaharan Africa and the other half from North Africa. In North 
Africa, seven out of ten immigrants come from Morocco (4% of total foreign immigration). For sub-
Saharan Africa, the Democratic Republic of Congo is the first country of origin for immigrants, 
followed closely by Cameroon and Guinea. The Asian continent comes next, accounting for 12% of 
all foreign immigrants. Immigrants from the Western Asia subregion (8%) are mainly Indians, Syrians 
and Afghans. The presence of foreigners from West Asia (notably Syria and Afghanistan) in 
immigration to Belgium is a recent phenomenon and is linked to the flow of asylum. Immigrations 
from East Asia (4%) are mainly Chinese and Japanese. 

Refugee Crisis in Belgium  
In 2015, 260,829 short-stay and long-stay visa decisions were taken and 85% of them resulted in a 
positive decision. The main reasons for granting visas in 2015, all nationalities included: family 
reunion (45%), studies (29%) and professional reasons (13%). People who come by family reunion 
are mainly EU nationals. Romanians, Dutch and French top the list. Among the third country 
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nationals, Moroccans, Indians, Syrians, Afghans, Turks and Japanese are the nationalities for which 
the most visas for family reunification have been issued. 

In Belgium, as in most countries of the European Union, there has been a tendency in recent years 
to adopt measures which restrict access to the territory and affect, directly or indirectly, 
fundamental rights. they are asylum seekers, refugees, foreigners in regular or irregular residence 
or European citizens.  

Between January and July 2015:  

About 100,000 Syrians have applied for asylum in one EU country, and of these, 2.3% did so in 
Belgium. Of nearly 510,000 first asylum applications (all nationalities combined) registered in the 
EU during those first seven months of 2015, the Syrians account for about 20% of all applicants 
asylum seekers arriving in the EU during this period. In Belgium,this proportion is 21% for the same 
period.  

  

4. SPAIN 

Franciscan Spain and migration 
Between 1939 and 1975, Spain was a country with a dictatorial regime headed by General Frank. 
However, the whole period can be divided into two phases, the first of which would last 
approximately until 1959, the second from 1959 until the end of Frank's regime. During the 
aforementioned first stage the borders were strictly guarded, emigration is prohibited by law and 
punished by custody. In 1956, however, the Franco regime issued a new law on emigration, which 
permits it under strict conditions. In this way Spain opens its borders and consequently many 
Spaniards set out to seek work in other Western European countries. This was not only an impulse 
for the emigration of the Spaniards from the country, but also for the immigration of people from 
Latin American countries who had social and political problems in the 1960s. However, the influx of 
immigrants during the late Frankish period is not very large and significant. 

Migration in Spain until nowadays 
Most immigrants (36.71% by 2007) come from Ibero-American countries, followed by Western 
European immigrants (21.06%), followed by Eastern Europe (17.75%), but a large group of 
immigrants in Spain also North African population (14.76%). 77 Ecuador citizens have the highest 
share of foreigners in the country; in 2007 it was 14.6%. Second place belongs to immigrants from 
Morocco, the third largest group are Colombians. These three most represented groups of 
immigrants make up as much as 40% of the total number of immigrants in the country. Of Latin 
American migrants, about 44% came to the country after 2001. 

Romanias, Moroccans and Ecuadorians as main ethnic minorities 
Spain is a European country with a population of 46.4 million. Approximately 89.9% of the 
population is of Spanish ethnicity, and 10.1% are of a foreign ethnicity. Many of these ethnic 
minorities have recently come to Spain during a period of increased immigration. Others have been 
in the country for several generations.  
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Two groups are tied as the largest ethnic minority groups in Spain, those being Romanians and 
Moroccans. They each make up 1.7% of the population. Most Romanians came to Spain from 
Romania, an eastern European country, in search of economic opportunity. By 2010, the population 
had reached 900,000. In 2011, the prime minister extended a ban on the free movement of the 
Romanian people in order to prevent them from coming to Spain for work. The ban did not apply to 
documented Romanian immigrants. This political move was in response to an already high 
unemployment rate in the country. By 2012 and with the economic crisis in full effect, many 
Romanians fled the country. Today, the population estimate is at 730,340. 

Spain once had an open-door immigration policy with Morocco. A such, Moroccan citizens did not 
require a visa to enter the country. Many Moroccans came for seasonal work, particularly in 
agriculture and industry. That relationship changed, however, in 1985 when Spain implemented a 
new visa law. The new law was strict and did not offer a plan for permanent residence. The 
population of documented Moroccans was 752,695 in 2008. Greatly concerned over their 
stagnating economy, in September of the same year the Spanish government offered financial 
compensation to unemployed immigrants if they would cancel their residency and leave the 
country. The policy was unsuccessful and rather than decrease, the Moroccan population had 
actually increased 8.8% by 2011. 

People of Ecuadorian ethnicity make up 0.7% of the Spanish population. After the Latin American 
Debt Crisis of the 1980’s, and another financial crisis in Ecuador during the 1990’s, mass numbers 
of Ecuadorians sought economic refuge in Spain. In 1998, the country had less than 10,000 
immigrants from Ecuador. This number increased to 200,000 by 2002 and 500,000 by 2005. 
Desperate for opportunity, many of the immigrants arrived on tourist visas which they overstayed, 
looking for work. With such a large number of undocumented immigrants, Spain decided to offer 
them amnesty. In 2004 and 2005, approximately 140,000 Ecuadorians documented their presence. 

Refugees in Spain 
The growth of applications in 2018 was essentially due to the notable increase of those formalized 
by people from Venezuela, Colombia, Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. At the same time, it is 
illustrative of the shortcomings of the Spanish asylum system that the considerable increase in 
arrivals of migrants to the coasts during 2018 was not reflected in applications for international 
protection. Spain was the EU country that received the most arrivals of migrants by sea, 58,569, 
51% of the total arrivals through the Mediterranean. However, chronic shortcomings persist in 
access to information and the procedure for international protection in an adequate and 
individualized manner.  

For the third consecutive year, Venezuela was the country of origin of the largest number of 
applicants for international protection in Spain, with 19,280 applications filed in 2018 (35% of the 
total), compared to 10,350 processed in 2017.  

According to the UNHCR statistical reports cited in the first chapter of this report, in 2017 Venezuela 
was the fourth country with the highest number of asylum applications and in the first half of 2018 
it was already in first place. The Venezuelan exodus, accentuated by the aggravation of the political, 
social and economic crisis, violence and insecurity, took on dramatic proportions in 2018, becoming 
the largest in recent history in South America, according to UNHCR. However, despite the position of 
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the High Commissioner, asylum applications made by people from this country had a very high 
degree of denial in Spain: only 30 were resolved with the granting of refugee status, while 1,495 
were rejected. At the same time, the accumulation of pending cases affects them especially, since of 
the 78,710 unresolved applications at the end of 2018, 31,620 corresponded to Venezuelan 
nationals.  

The next countries of origin with the highest number of applications in 2018 were Colombia, Syria, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Ukraine, Palestine, Nicaragua, Morocco or Alger 

  

5. ITALY  
There is significant cultural, linguistic, genetic, historical political diversity within the "Italian" 
ethnicity, enough to constitute several distinct ethnicities by some standards. When Italy unified in 
1861, only 3% of the population spoke Italian, even though an estimated 90% of Italians speak Italian 
nowadays. Groups like Friulians, Ladins, Sardinians, South Tyroleans, and Sicilians are examples of 
distinct peoples native to Italy. 

Italy has become one of the main gates of entry into the EU for refugees and undocumented 
migrants. Between January and the beginning of September 2015, over 121,000 migrants were 
smuggled by sea or land to Italy. As of 1 January 2017, there were 5,047,028 foreign nationals 
resident in Italy. This amounted to 8.2% of the country's population and represented an increase of 
92,352 over the previous year. These figures include children born in Italy to foreign nationals (who 
were 75,067 in 2014; 14.9% of total births in Italy), but exclude foreign nationals who have 
subsequently acquired Italian nationality; this applied to 129,887 people in 2014. Around 6,200,000 
people residing in Italy have an immigration background (around the 10% of the total Italian 
population). They also exclude illegal immigrants whose numbers are difficult to determine. In May 
2008, The Boston Globe quoted an estimate of 670,000 for this group. The distribution of foreign 
born population is largely uneven in Italy: 59.5% of immigrants live in the northern part of the 
country (the most economically developed area), 25.4% in the central one, while only 15.1% live in 
the southern regions. The children born in Italy to foreign mothers were 102,000 in 2012, 99,000 in 
2013 and 97,000 in 2014. Since the expansion of the European Union, the most recent wave of 
migration has been from surrounding European states, particularly Eastern Europe, and increasingly 
Asia, replacing North Africa as the major immigration area. About a million Romanians, around 10% 
of them being Roma, are officially registered as living in Italy. As of 2013, the foreign born population 
origin was subdivided as follows: Europe (50.8%), Africa (22.1%), Asia (18.8%), America (8.3%), and 
Oceania (0.1%). 

Romanians as main ethnic minority 
As a result of the profound economic and social changes induced by postwar industrialization, 
including low birth rates, an aging population and thus a shrinking workforce, during the 1980's Italy 
became to attract rising flows of foreign immigrants. Since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, and 
more recently, the 2004 and 2007 enlargements of the European Union, the main waves of 
migration came from the former socialist countries of Eastern Europe (especially Romania, Albania, 
Ukraine and Poland). The second most important area of immigration to Italy has always been the 
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neighbouring North Africa (in particular, Morocco, Egypt and Tunisia), with soaring arrivals as a 
consequence of the Arab Spring. Furthermore, in recent years, growing migration fluxes from the 
Far East (notably, China and the Philippines) and Latin America (Ecuador, Peru) have been recorded. 
Currently, circa one million Romanians (around one tenth of them being Roma) are officially 
registered as living in Italy, representing thus the most important individual country of origin, 
followed by Albanians and Moroccans with about 500,000 people each. The number of unregistered 
Romanians is difficult to estimate, but the Balkan Investigative Reporting Network suggested that 
in 2007 that there might have been half a million or more. The distribution of immigrants is largely 
uneven in Italy: 84.9% of immigrants live in the northern and central parts of the country (the most 
economically developed areas), while only 15.1% live in the southern half of the peninsula. 

Refugees and migrants in Italy 
Due to the peninsula geographical position and close proximity to the North Africa coast, the 
crossing of the Mediterranean Sea has historically been the most used route for undocumented 
migrants. This route has become gradually more prominent as people flows through other routes 
to the EU gradually faded and political turmoil in Libya caused a general weakening of borders and 
coastal control, opening opportunities to people smuggling organizations. 

The principal destination for sea crossings boats and rafts are the southernmost Italian territories, 
the Pelagie Islands. These islands are 113 km from Tunisia, 167 from Libya and 207 from Sicily. 

The close distance between these islands and the African mainland has caused people smuggling 
organizations to employ boats and rafts otherwise hardly seaworthy, generally vastly filled above 
their capacity. Official reports list boats filled up to 2 or 3 times nominal capacity, including the use 
of rubber dinghies. This has led to several accidents at sea, as in 2007, the 2009, the 2011, the 2013, 
2015. These accidents have become harder to document between 2014 and 2017, as people 
smuggling organizations changed their tactics: instead of aiming for a full crossing of the sea towards 
Lampedusa, their boats aimed just to exit Libyan territorial waters and then trigger rescue operation 
from passing mercantile vessels, seek and rescue organizations, Italian and Maltese coastguards and 
militaries. As per the United Nations Convention of the Sea, of which Italy is a subscriber, people 
rescued at sea have to be transported to the closest safe harbor: as Libya continues to be in political 
turmoil this means they are transported to Italy. 

Once in Italy, the EU Dublin Regulation requires migrants to apply for legal residence, protection or 
asylum permits in the first EU country they cross into, effectively barring them from legally crossing 
internal EU borders until their case has been processed and positively concluded. As the vast 
majority of migrant people landing in Italy targets destinations in Central and Northern European 
States, there is a tendency to avoid filing permits applications in Italy and rather try a northwards 
land journey.  

As a reaction to the gradual increase in migration flows through the Mediterranean Sea, Italian 
governments stepped up cooperation with Tunisian and Libyan authorities to halt activities of 
people smuggling organization on land, as well as to allow boats rescued from the Italian Military in 
international waters to be towed back to the port where they left from. This policy, enacted in 2004 
and 2005, sparked controversies related in particular to the compatibility with Italian and EU laws, 
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as numerous reports documented acts of violence from Libyan authorities on migrant people. The 
policy was openly criticized by the EU Parliament.  

In 2008, Berlusconi’s government in Italy and Gaddafi’s government in Libya signed a treaty 
including cooperation between the two countries in stopping unlawful migration from Libya to Italy; 
this led to a policy of forcibly returning to Libya boat migrants intercepted by the Italian coast guard 
at sea. The cooperation collapsed following the outbreak of the Libyan civil war in 2011. In 2012 the 
European Court of Human Rights ruled that Italy had violated the European Convention on Human 
Rights by returning migrants to Libya, as it exposed the migrants to the risk of being subjected to ill-
treatment in Libya and violated the prohibition of collective expulsions, thus effectively ending the 
policy. 

In 2009, as the flow of migrants picked up again, the overcrowded conditions at the Pelagie Islands' 
temporary immigrant reception centre came under criticism by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The unit, which was originally built for a maximum capacity 
of 850 people, was reported to be housing nearly 2,000 boat people. A significant number of people 
were sleeping outdoors under plastic sheeting. A fire started as an inmate riot destroyed a large 
portion of the holding facility on 19 February 2009. 

In 2011, as Arab Spring rebellions in Tunisia and Libya disrupted government control over borders 
and coasts, migrant flows increased again. By May 2011, more than 35,000 immigrants had arrived 
on the island of Lampedusa from Tunisia and Libya. By the end of August, 48,000 had arrived.[34] 
As migration and asylum policies are exclusive responsibilities of each member State, the increased 
migration pressure at the EU Southern border sparked tensions between EU States on how to 
differentiate between people migrating due to economic reasons, which in principle are regarded 
as unlawful immigrants and thus are forced to leave or deported, and people fleeing violence or 
persecution for religious, sexual orientation, political reasons, who can be granted asylum rights. As 
the Libyan authoritarian governments struggled to keep control of the country, it allowed an 
increase in northbound migrant flows as a tactic to pressure Italy and the EU not to militarily 
intervene in the country, as Gaddafi feared his regime would be overthrown. 

Refugee Crisis in Italy 
Since 2011, and particularly since 2014, instability and the Second Civil War in Libya have made 
departures from the north-African country to Italy easier, with no central authority controlling 
Libya's ports and dealing with European countries and migrant smuggling networks flourishing. The 
war could also have forced to leave many African immigrants residing in Libya, which used to be 
itself a destination country for migrants looking for better jobs. Drought, poverty, and violence 
linked to human-caused global warming have even accelerated large-scale migration to Europe from 
the Middle East and Africa. In rare cases, immigration has been a cover for Islamic State militants 
disguised as refugees or migrants. By religious affiliation, the majority of entrants were Muslim 
(usually Sunni Muslim), with a small component of non-Muslim minorities (including Yazidis, 
Assyrians and Mandeans).  

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the top three nationalities of 
entrants of the over one million Mediterranean Sea arrivals between January 2015 and March 2016 
were Syrian (46.7 per cent), Afghan (20.9 per cent) and Iraqi (9.4 per cent).  
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Of the migrants arriving in Europe by sea in 2015, 58 per cent were males over 18 years of age (77 
per cent of adults), 17 per cent were females over 18 (22 per cent of adults) and the remaining 25 
per cent were under 18. The number of deaths at sea rose to record levels in April 2015, when five 
boats carrying almost 2,000 migrants to Europe sank in the Mediterranean Sea, with a combined 
death toll estimated at more than 1,200 people. The shipwrecks took place in a context of ongoing 
conflicts and refugee crises in several Asian and African countries, which increased the total number 
of forcibly displaced people worldwide at the end of 2014 to almost 60 million, the highest level 
since World War II. The number of people crossing EU borders illegally has fallen from 1.8 million in 
2015 to 204,219 in 2017.  

 The 2013 Lampedusa migrant shipwreck involved "more than 360" deaths, leading the Italian 
government to establish Operation Mare Nostrum, a large-scale naval operation that involved 
search and rescue, with some migrants brought aboard a naval amphibious assault ship.[68] In 2014, 
the Italian government ended the operation, calling the costs too large for one EU state alone to 
manage; Frontex assumed the main responsibility for search and rescue operations. The Frontex 
operation is called Operation Triton.[69] The Italian government had requested additional funds 
from the EU to continue the operation but member states did not offer the requested support. The 
UK government cited fears that the operation was acting as "an unintended 'pull factor', 
encouraging more migrants to attempt the dangerous sea crossing and thereby leading to more 
tragic and unnecessary deaths". The operation consisted of two surveillance aircraft and three ships, 
with seven teams of staff who gathered intelligence and conducted screening/identification 
processing. Its monthly budget was estimated at €2.9 million.  

After 2015, as an increased use of unseaworthy vessels by people smuggling organizations caused 
a marked increase in accidents at sea involving loss of lives, several European NGOs have started 
seek and rescue operations in close coordination with Italian Navy and coast guard units. These 
operations often happen close to Libyan territorial waters at the same time in order not to 
unlawfully enter Libyan jurisdictions and yet ensure migrants' safety. As per UNCLOS, rescued 
people are brought to the closer safe harbor, which is in most cases on Italian shore. This effectively 
means NGOs vessels are covering most of the distance between Libyan and Italian coast. Right-wing 
Italian newspapers and activists picked on that to make various claims, among which that NGOs 
active in migrants' assistance and rescue at sea would reap financial profits from their collaboration 
with the Italian authorities, or that some NGOs are part of unlawful people smuggling operations in 
coordination with operatives on Libyan coast, and funded by international criminal groups and 
financial institutions interested in developing political turmoil in Italy. The Italian Parliament 
investigated these claims and has found them to be unsubstantiated, with no further actions. 
Regardless of this, right-wing newspapers have continued campaigning against Italian and foreign 
NGOs. 

Many have described 2017 as a turning point for Italy’s external migration policies. A large portion 
of responsibility has been ascribed to Marco Minniti, a veteran of Italy’s secret services and since 
December 2016 Minister of the Interior in the centre-left coalition government led by the 
Democratic Party (Partito Democratico, PD).  

In 2017, Italy’s approach to migration progressed along three parallel lines: the search for EU 
consensus and support; the strong push for the creation of a “coalition of the willing” (composed of 
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Italy, Germany, France and recently also Spain); and the development of significant bilateral 
initiatives that would be supported both politically and financially by the EU. 

The Italy-Libya Memorandum of Understanding signed on 2 February 2017 set off a renewed, and 
for certain aspects unprecedented, era of Italian bilateral agreements aimed at addressing 
migratory flows. The resumption of collaboration on migration management with Libya, which 
turned Italy into the most present state-actor on the ground, has been criticized due to Libya’s 
criminalization of migration and the widespread use of arbitrary detention as well as the complete 
lack of a local asylum framework. In addition to strengthening the land border control system 
through cooperation with local authorities and the UN-backed government in Tripoli, Italy focused 
on reinforcing the capabilities of the Libyan “Coast Guard”, as well as drafting a “code of conduct” 
for international NGOs running search and rescue operations in the Mediterranean. 

In 2018, the Italian electoral campaign has been characterized by increasingly xenophobic and anti-
migratory rhetoric. Some examples include electoral manifestos of the right-wing Lega party with 
large slogans that include “Italians first” or “stop the invasion”. Such rhetoric is not dissimilar to that 
taking place in other European countries. Yet, in Italy, tensions reached a boiling point, culminating 
in numerous instances of physical attacks and acts of intimidation against migrants, refugees and 
personalities taking a more open stance on the phenomenon.  

The general framing of the issue in increasingly racist terms is worrying. In this sense, the elections 
have heralded a new era of tolerated discrimination in Italy, a dynamic that will haunt the country 
for time. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

The glossary serves to explain the basic concepts that are directly or indirectly related to migration, 
migrants and refugees. 

Asylum 
Refuge, protection against persecution. Under the Asylum Act, asylum is one of the forms of 
international protection. This is a residence permit granted to foreign nationals for certain reasons 
(political, religious, national, etc.), if it has been established that the person is legitimately 
concerned about the persecution in the country from which he / she has fled. 

Applicant for international protection (asylum) 
An foreigner who has asked the host country for protection against persecution in his state and who 
is waiting for his application to be processed. The period of waiting for a decision is a time of great 
uncertainty about how the application will turn out to be, the fear for the future, and in some cases 
the psychological problems of persecution. An applicant for international protection may reside in 
the territory of the host country, in a reception or residence center or in private.  

In Czech Republic, he may not work in the period of one year after the application is submitted, he 
may work on the basis of a work permit. Children of international protection seekers go to school. 

Culture 
Culture can be thought of in a narrow sense, such as art creations, cultivated behavior or tasteful 
and fitting clothes. But to our needs, it is better to understand culture in its broad meaning, which 
actually includes everything that man has created in his history, how he has adapted his 
environment and how he behaves and thinks - all thoughts, opinions, attitudes, holidays, 
everydayness, habits, institutions, laws, rules, values, standards, languages, creations, products, 
buildings… All of this is the cultural environment of people, their different groups. Cultures in 
different countries are different (people speak different languages, live in different houses, cook 
different meals ...). Culture is also not the same, groups and communities evolve and influence each 
other - what was sometimes normal, common, can be outdated, embarrassing, inappropriate, 
forgotten, forbidden (cave life, clay writing, slavery) in a few years . And vice versa, things 
unthinkable before are quite normal today (bikini swimsuit, internet…). Cultures cannot be 
measured because they are each specific and cannot be determined by what is to be measured - 
there is no universal rule or scale. Indeed, each culture determines its members the value standards 
and teaches them what is right. That is why we look at everything, even other cultures, with the 
standards of our culture and judge them with these standards - and then we very easily evaluate 
our culture as better because it fulfills our "only right" standards. 

Cultural identity 
Cultural identity gives us a sense of security, belonging, feeling of a familiar environment that is 
close to us, understandable, in which we orientate and with which we also identify. However, 
everyone within one big culture (for example European) identifies with another group or subculture: 
someone feels rather a member of the national state (for example, mainly Czech), another is 
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strongly identified eg with a specific group culture (football players, mushroom pickers, gardeners), 
another feels strongly tied to her native region (West Bohemia, South Bohemia). 

Discrimination 
Discrimination means differencing. This distinction has the effect of treating one person in the same 
situation worse than another, only because the person is a member of a group (a certain race, age, 
sex, religion) or has a property (is ill, is poor). Discrimination can also be positive: then members of 
a group are more favored than others. 

Emigration 
Outward, emigrate = leave somewhere. In the area of international migration, emigration is the 
departure from one country to another. Groups of people who have gone to another country for 
one reason, in one period (post-White Mountain emigration, Czechoslovak war emigration) are also 
referred to as emigrants. 

Ethnic identity 
Awareness, sense of belonging to a particular ethnic group based on the commonly shared features 
of ethnicity or ancestry, and on the basis of a sense of difference from another ethnic group. It is a 
summary of opinions on the origin, ethnic space, historical fate, status, role and nature of one's 
ethnicity and its place among other ethnic groups. 

Ethnicity and ethnicity 
A group of people that differs from others in their ethnicity - common features and characteristics 
(language, origin, territory, history, culture, religion, appearance, mentality, values and norms). 
Apart from the fact that people of one ethnicity have common features, they are also aware of the 
boundaries and differences that distinguish them from surrounding ethnic groups or from the main 
ethnic group, the majority ethnic group. Ethnicity, that is, awareness of its ethnicity, is precisely the 
perception of its distinctiveness, the experience of difference and sometimes even the systematic 
and politically controlled building of this difference. An important part of ethnicity is the moment 
of choice and volunteering: ethnicity is nothing that is innate, immutable, and biologically 
determined, on the contrary, it is largely created by humans, consolidated over time, and can be 
largely changed by decision. 

EU – Schengen 
In the Schengen Treaty, signed in Schengen on 14 June 1985, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
Germany and the Netherlands committed themselves to phase out border controls at their common 
borders and establish freedom of movement for all persons who are citizens of signatory Member 
States, others Member States or third countries. The Schengen Convention was signed by the five 
abovementioned States on 19 June 1990 (border controls between these States were actually 
abolished in 1995). The Convention provides for a specific form and guarantee for the realization of 
freedom of movement. It results in a so-called Schengen area where there are no controls at 
common national borders and borders can be crossed at any time and place. Since 12 December 
200, Schengen has been a coherent territory of 25 states. In addition to the UK, Ireland, Cyprus, 
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Romania and Bulgaria, all EU Member States are involved in Schengen cooperation. They also 
include Norway, Iceland and Switzerland. The western part of Europe can therefore be driven 
without a single stop from the southern tip of Spain to the north coast of Estonia. The largest 
enlargement of Schengen took place on 21 December 2007, when the number of 15 members was 
extended to nine Central and Eastern European countries that joined the EU on 1 May 2004 (Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia). In the Czech 
Republic, border controls have only been retained at international airports - but since 30 March 
2008, they have also lost their obligation to carry out border checks on flights within the enlarged 
Schengen area. The absence of border controls at internal borders is offset by extensive cooperation 
and high Schengen standards that set rules in many areas - from police and judicial cooperation 
through visa and consular matters to the protection of personal data. From a security point of view, 
measures should prevent abuse of freedom of movement for criminal activities. 

Extremism 
As extremist we call such actions or minds of people that deviate from what we consider common, 
right, moral or legal. Extremist manifestations are often intolerant, negatively tuned, aggressive or 
violent. Extremist groups or political parties often reject the equality of all people, deny 
fundamental human rights, do not respect the rules of functioning of a democratic state, are willing 
to use violent means to promote their interests, do not recognize the plurality of political parties 
and opinions and are manifested racist and xenophobic. 

Identity 
It is often understood as a consciousness of a distinct identity (it's me), which is constant in time (I 
am still me, even if I change, grow, learn, I have more friends). Identity also means the harmony of 
man's behavior with his identity (this behavior belongs to you). A very important understanding of 
identity as identification with someone else, with a group, with an opinion (these views, values are 
my own, I want to belong to this group, I feel its a member). Usually we do not perceive our own 
identity in everyday life, but it is important to perceive difference from something/someone else. 
This different then acts as a mirror of our own identity, which reminds us that the other "has a 
different life in it" and reminds us of how we have adapted and given certain things in our lives. 
However, identity is not static - although we see it as stable, it changes, evolves according to 
experience and even historical events. It can be changed by a man himself, but he can also change 
a person's surroundings - he can offer it, teach it a new identity, force it on it. The child is raised in 
a certain way from his childhood, thus gaining his identity. If someone wants to become a member 
of a group (for example, a jury), they change their behavior and mindset to "fit" into the group. An 
example of a forced identity is, for example, being a Jew during World War II - many people who 
died in concentration camps did not feel like Jews before Nazism, often did not even know of their 
origin, this part of their identity was imposed on them by the Nazi administration with tragic 
consequences. 

Immigration 
Inward, immigrate = come somewhere, get somewhere (for example, in the Czech history we can 
talk about immigration of Slavs to today's Czech territory). 
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Immigrant 
The term taken mainly from foreign literature, whether political (eg EU strategic documents) or 
academic.  

It is not used in Czech law, it is described exclusively by the term foreigner. The advantage of the 
concept of immigrant is that it is neutral because it does not carry the meaning of foreignness or 
(unwelcome) difference, as is the case with the term “foreigner”. 

Integration of foreigners (migrants) 
Integration is a way of integrating an immigrant into a host society, which is a little bit idealistic. It 
assumes that an immigrant can merge with a new society, to some extent adapt to it (accept 
democracy, respect laws, respect customs, learn a new language), but at the same time retain so 
much of its culture and identity to feel good (cultural habits, clothes, religion). For the receiving 
society, integration means allowing the immigrant to become a member - not excluding him, 
marginalizing him, or forcing him to get rid of his culture and becoming the same as members of the 
majority society. Both the immigrant and the host society should be active, accountable and 
responsive to integration. There are countries that have a plan of integration in place - immigrants 
are offered language courses, orientation in society, and courses are followed by an exam to enable 
them to reside.  

There is no such plan in the Czech Republic, but immigrants also need to prove that they have at 
least the basics of the Czech language to obtain permanent residence. 

Integration Asylum Center (IAS) 
In Czech Republic, it serves for temporary accommodation of recognized refugees, ie. persons who 
have been granted asylum by the Ministry of the Interior. It is a smaller facility than residential 
centers (refugee camps). Refugees are to rent a small apartment or room in them. They have the 
opportunity to use the services of a social worker of the Refugee Facilities Administration. While 
staying at the IAS, refugees seek work and long-term housing and participate in Czech language 
courses. In the Czech Republic, IASs are located in Předlice (Ústí nad Labem), Jaroměř and Brno. 

International protection 
Protection of a foreign citizen in the territory of another state.  

In the Czech Republic we distinguish stronger protection (asylum) and weaker (additional 
protection), which is only a temporary solution. 

Illegal migration 
Migration, which is not ensured by documents prescribed by the law of the country in which the 
migrant resides, or by the states between which he or she moves. This is often a complex situation, 
it can easily occur, and is often caused by a complex system of entry and stay for migrants. A migrant 
may enter the country illegally (he / she does not have a travel document, does not have a visa, or 
it has all but does not pass border checks or crosses the border, or has invalid or falsified 
documents). Illegal migrants may illegally reside in the territory (do not extend their residence 
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permit) or be illegally employed (undeclared work). It can also leave the territory illegally (ie without 
a document or without border control, if it is subject to it). Although illegal migration is portrayed 
in black, it is often not the fault of migrants that they are in an illegal situation, and it is often not 
just that the law of illegality falls on them. Often they are victims of trafficking, documents are 
confiscated, they do not know that they have received an invalid document from intermediaries, 
they stayed halfway, and they do not have documents processed for the host country. Other 
migrants become so-called “illegal” after a certain period of legal residence: their visa expires, they 
lose their jobs and are unable to find a new one (and then they must leave the host country if they 
have stayed for employment); to extend the visa to the Foreigners Police. Others trust their 
mediators that they have done everything, and are here / working illegally unknowingly. Some 
migrants opt for illegal residence because it is cheaper - to prove all the evidence for the Foreigners 
Police is often quite expensive (especially, for example, commercial health insurance), and some 
migrants do not have the money to do so. Ignorance of the law does not excuse, but many migrants 
would certainly choose the legality if it were in their capacity. 

The possibilities of legal migration to the European Union are limited. People who do not meet the 
requirements of existing programs (eg visas for migrant workers) and who need to travel for 
economic, social or other reasons may find illegal migration the only possible solution. In many 
cases, migrant workers trying to get to Europe will enter the EU through legal channels (as tourists 
or students), but will then remain after their visa or entry permit expires. Others, who do not have 
this option, are using increasingly risky routes to reach Europe. Common illegal migration routes to 
Europe include sailing through the Adriatic or the Mediterranean or crossing the Eastern European 
border. Here, for example, people ride in trucks. 

Illegal migrants are not always fully aware of the dangers and inhumane conditions that accompany 
such a journey, nor of what they will be exposed to upon arrival. People are hoping for a better 
future, and some believe that the risk of illegal travel to Europe will pay off. 

Recently, EU Member States have been paying increased attention to preventing illegal migration 
and strengthening border controls. This has prompted some critics to label the EU as a "fortress 
Europe". He claims that such controls are disproportionate. In addition, some argue that these 
controls prevent asylum seekers and refugees - that is, people who need international protection - 
from obtaining asylum in the EU. 

Mixed migration 
It is becoming increasingly difficult for many refugees and asylum seekers to get to Europe and 
therefore travel on as dangerous routes as illegal migrants. For some, this may be the only way they 
can escape war or persecution. Although migrants, asylum seekers and refugees mostly use the 
same way to get to Europe, asylum seekers and refugees have specific protection needs. 

Multiculturalism 
It is a term that has many meanings - from political to scientific. Here we briefly select only two. For 
example, multiculturalism is an effort to create a pluralistic society, a society in which there are 
plenty of different sociocultural groups. Multiculturalism also means the already existing 
coexistence of different socio-cultural and ethnic groups. Their cohabitation is based on tolerance, 
respect, dialogue and constructive cooperation. If members of the groups adhere to more general 
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rules and standards and wish to respect some of their specific habits, traditions and attitudes, they 
should be able to gain their space in a multicultural society. 

Nation 
A nation is a large group of people who have common traditions, language, culture, history, a sense 
of self-determination (nationality), and above all: their own territory and political self-government, 
that is, their own national state. Or if the state itself it does not own, then it strives for it and tries 
to establish it. Some nation states have emerged in territories where historically people have lived 
long together, who felt solid and ethnically relatively united (for example, some states in Europe - 
France, Russia, Spain, Germany). Other states have been formed by gathering people of different 
ethnicities in one territory and politically demarcating it, defining it and giving it joint management 
(for example, the US, Canada, Poland, some African states). In some such cases, the nation was 
created only after the establishment of the state. Hence, nations are largely regarded as political 
groups that have political self-awareness and seek self-government and their own territory or at 
least autonomy. This also implies different forms of state order that give nations a separate space: 
a nation state (state and territory where only one major nation lives), a federation (more nations 
have merged into one state and are equal), autonomy (different the degree of political 
independence of a nation within a larger state). 

Prejudice 
Is a quick attribution of qualities to people in advance, before we think about everything. Prejudice 
is evaluating: it allows you to think about other people badly or well, regardless of their true 
qualities, without knowing the people at all. Prejudice is strongly emotional (sensitively 
experienced). People who share prejudice are not usually accessible to rational arguments that 
refute or at least dispute prejudice. Prejudices can be felt or publicly expressed. Prejudices tend to 
be directed against a particular group as a whole or against an individual because they are members 
of that group. Prejudice can create discriminatory behavior. 

Race 
The concept of race was created by anthropologists in the 19th century who - interested in the 
possibility of science and comparative methods - examined the differences between people and 
described three large groups of people as races. The different (and characteristic) features of 
humans have been created under the influence of the natural environment, originated in certain 
geographical regions and are hereditary. Modern anthropology and, for example, DNA analysis has 
shown that from a biological point of view, people of different races are no different from one race. 
Nowadays, the tendencies of race as a biological condition, which determines the characteristics 
and rights of man, are to be regarded as belonging to the past. 

Racism 
There is an opinion that claims that race determines man's abilities and that some people are 
superior and others inferior because of belonging to a particular race. Racists define race as a group 
of people of the same origin. They distinguish between different races by physical nature, such as 
skin color or hair quality. Racism also refers to different kinds of negative, aggressive or degrading 
behavior to different persons, to members of a "different race". Modern anthropology, and 
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especially DNA analysis, has shown that from a DNA perspective, people of one race are as unlike 
people of different races. That is, from a biological point of view, people of different races are no 
different than people of one race. So we see and see some of the differences between people - so 
we cannot only deduce from the visible differences that other people physically have different 
abilities or even different rights. 

Racial discrimination 
Is behavior that puts another person's rights at a disadvantage because of his ethnic, national or 
racial origin. 

Reception Center 
It is the first place where applicants for international protection reside. Furthermore, fingerprints 
are removed from the applicants for international protection, further identification acts and 
lustrations are performed in the databases. Reception centre is where the refugee submits his 
application for international protection and where he is invited to the first interview on the reasons 
for his application for international protection.  

In Czech Republic, reception centers are located at Zastávka u Brna and at the airport in Ruzyně.  

Refugee integration 
There is a State Integration Program for Asylum Seekers (SIP) in the Czech Republic. Refugees have 
the opportunity to enroll in the program and use the Czech language course. Another part of the 
integration program is the support of rental housing for recognized refugees: under certain 
conditions, the state will provide a subsidy to the municipality for renting a rental apartment to 
recognized refugees. The subsidy may also be intended for the temporary payment of part of the 
rent to the private owner. 

Residential Center 
Applicants for international protection live in residential centers. For example, the term refugee 
camp is used in the media instead of this official term. Applicants for international protection in the 
residential center await international protection decisions. They provide basic accommodation, 
food and hygiene. The residence can be left permanently ("private stay") or "leave", which means 
up to 30 days.  

In the Czech Republic are located in Kostelec nad Orlicí and Havířov. 

Permanent residence 
It is a type of stay that a foreigner can obtain after five years of uninterrupted stay in the Czech 
Republic (until recently it was 10 years). Under current legislation, the right to acquire this residence 
is legal, which means that the foreigner must be justified on the grounds that he may not have been 
permitted to reside, and that he may appeal against such a decision. An important condition is that 
a foreigner must not stay outside the Czech Republic for more than 10 months during the five years. 
A foreigner with permanent residence should enjoy all rights and obligations as Czech citizens, with 
the exception of the right to vote, work in armed forces and positions where Czech citizenship is 
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justifiably required by the state. Further, permanent residence can be acquired by marriage to a 
Czech or EU citizen residing in the Czech Republic. A special category is a permanent residence for 
humanitarian reasons, which a foreigner may receive in the event of serious health problems of his 
or her family member, where the return to his / her homeland could endanger the person 
concerned. 

Purpose of stay 
It is the purpose for which a foreigner is issued with a residence permit - eg study, work, family 
reunification, participation in a business company etc. If a migrant comes to the host country for 
example for study, the purpose of his stay is studying. And if he wants to start working then he must 
change the purpose of his stay and apply for a new visa. A separate visa is required for each other 
purpose. Theoretically, a foreigner may have several different types of visas for a variety of 
purposes. Fees are paid for all visas and different specific facts and documents need to be 
documented. 

Visa 
Entitlement to enter and stay in the territory. A distinction is made between short-term visas (up to 
90 days), which apply only to certain countries (usually the former USSR countries, Asia, Africa, etc.) 
and long-term visas (over 90 days) when every foreigner must apply for them unless he is a citizen 
of the state European Union. There are many of them and they differ in their purpose. Applications 
for them can always be submitted only outside the host country.  

For example, you cannot come to a tourist visa and ask for a long-term visa in the Czech Republic. 
However, under certain circumstances it is possible to have a visa for the purpose of employment, 
to stay in the Czech Republic and to apply for a visa for the purpose of doing business. It is always 
important that the first visa is not expired before the second visa is valid. Otherwise it is necessary 
to travel again. Attention - a valid visa is not always a 100% guarantee that a foreigner is admitted 
to the Czech Republic and that this act will be explained to him! 

Xenophobia 
Is the literal translation for fear of the foreign. The word is mostly used to denote intolerance to 
people from other countries, as well as a lack of respect for their tradition and culture. Just as racism 
is xenophobia biased, fear of strangers or intolerance into which fear is transformed can be an 
immediate emotional response. If they further confirm, they become part of the individual's and 
the entire group's attitudes towards other groups. Xenophobia can be very strong and useless - 
based just on a vague feeling, ignorance and lack of experience. 
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TEACHING MATERIALS  

In this part we focus on educational activities. Games and activities are described so that they can 
be used directly in the classroom. The activities described have been designed to allow them to be 
thematized and interpreted in the light of xenophobia and racism. 

A) Red dot 
Goal: bringing the situation of people out of society closer to each other, respecting 
differences 

Terms: discrimination, respect, xenophobia, racism 

Educational areas: Multicultural Education, Education of a Democratic Citizen, 

Education in European and Global Contexts 

Time: 15 minutes 

Equipment: stickers with colorful dots 2 to 4 colors and with 1 differently colored dot 

 

Activity description:  
Participants will stand in a row or circle and close their eyes. Note that we will touch them on the 
forehead (or on the back, depending on the location of the dots). Stick a sticker with a colored mark 
on each forehead (or back). We alternate the colors so that players with different dots colors stand 
side by side. One color is represented by only one dot (eg black, red…). We will draw the attention 
of the students and state that they must not talk together during the whole game that they can only 
communicate in nonverbal terms.  

After sticking the dots, players are asked to open their eyes and group into groups according to a 
common sign (dots on the forehead, back). They must not talk to each other (which is quite difficult 
for the students and tends to tell the colors of the dots). The leader asks if everyone is already 
involved, if everyone has a group to support the completion of self-grouping. Students form groups 
and the student with a different dot remains alone.  

After they create groups, students are asked to talk about favorite food, weather, holiday plans in 
groups (subject depends on teacher or game manager). The student with another dot remains alone 
and does not speak to anyone. After a while we will finish the game. 

Conclusion, evaluation: 
Finally, we ask students questions and discuss with them the experiences and knowledge of the 
game:  

→ We ask the student with a different dot, what he experienced during the game and how he 
felt.  

→ We ask students the same thing: what did they experience and how did they feel? How did 
they communicate? What happened to the game?  
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→ In their opinion, how did the person they rejected feel? Was it difficult to reject a different 
individual? What do you propose to make such a person feel better?  

→ Who felt good in the group? Why? Have you ever experienced anything like that in your life? 
Which situations in life resemble our game?  

→ How would you call the situation of an excluded student?  
→ Based on the answers to the last question, we introduce or recall the notions of exclusion, 

discrimination, racism and xenophobia 

Note for supervisor: 
It is very important for leaders to follow the progress of the game - how students communicate, 
group into groups, exclude differentially labeled individual. It is crucial for a subsequent discussion 
when a teacher can give concrete examples (that of a particular student) pushed off the marked 
one; that another hinted of kicking; that another tried to help him by leading him by the hand; that 
one group made fun of another; that the student's exclusion was strange and they tried to join him; 
when they can talk, they protest exclusion of one…) - on specific examples, the students are best 
aware of how they behaved during the game, what they thought and what they did to others. The 
subsequent discussion is also helped by the fact that students are still interested in the game, they 
enjoy their self-reflection and well work together to explain concepts. 

Students will experience an isolated individual's experience (we use terms: distance, refusal, 
discrimination, xenophobia, racism) - for discussion it is important to name this experience and 
remind students. He was not only experienced by the excluded, but also by the others, because they 
excluded - that is, they must also realize how and why they behaved. First, because it was the rules 
of the game. But also because people tend to have a kind of "their" group (even for a moment of 
play defined by a colored dot on head). And with this "their" group they identify, protect it, and do 
not want to let anyone else in it. 

In these categories too, we can talk about xenophobia and racism: give students examples of their 
own behavior and refusal of an individual with a different dot - how vigorously they refused him, 
how they laughed at him, with what gust they sent him away. The idea of your own solid group 
identities and the willingness of different people to exclude people very quickly is natural for people 
(so we do not condemn it, but we draw attention to the stability of this pattern of behavior) and 
this must be realized in different life situations (when a person has a different skin color comes from 
other countries, they do not speak our language, come from another social stratum). Some students 
react to the excluded in sympathy and try to find his group, bypassing all groups and trying to classify 
him. It is also worth analyzing - students show that the non-inclusion or exclusion of one person is 
something for them that should not be, something abnormal and tries to resolve it somehow. Thus, 
some disciples do not wish their status to the excluded person and want to help him - it is possible 
to get rid of it when considering how to treat discriminated persons, how to help them and how to 
overcome group boundaries. 

The discussion can also be focused on the situation of the student-foreigner in the classroom. We 
suggest how to help these students get to know the surroundings. How to facilitate the entry of a 
foreigner into his / her new class? Estimate what problems it will solve. Which speeches (both verbal 
and non-verbal) will be unpleasant to foreigners? We emphasize that sympathy can be expressed 
to foreigners by treating them as pleasantly as other classmates. 
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Risks:  
It may happen that dots divide a class across established buddy groups and students do not respect 
game rules, such as attract a friend who has a different dot, or exclude a student with the same dot 
because outside the game they are not a friends with him. It is a pity, on the one hand, because the 
game dynamics generated by the game do not flow at the game on the other hand, it does not spoil 
the game, because group affiliation is the key to interpretation here and the teacher can bend rules 
to show students what they wanted to point to their observance (that someone refuses to exclude 
their friend, does not deny exclusion itself, but confirms it and shows that a friend of his friend 
actually protects him from his unfortunate consequences). 

  

B) The river sides  
Objective: Awareness of similarities and differences between people and their 
meanings. Restricting the use of stereotypes.  

Concepts: stereotypes, discrimination, human rights.  

Educational areas: Multicultural Education, Education of a Democratic Citizen, 
Education in European and Global Contexts, Personal and Social Education 

Time: 20 minutes 

Equipment: colored duct tape  

 

Activity description:  
The teacher marks a line in the middle of the class with tape or sticks. They explain to the students 
that the tape is a river (imaginary boundary). Students stand side by side on one side of the river. 
The teacher will read the various attributes or attributes of the students. If the student is given 
property, crossing the river, if it does not, will remain in place. Everyone moves as quickly as 
possible. When everyone is on their own sides, see where the classmates are standing, who's on the 
shore, and who's on the other side. Then he returns to one the river side and the teacher reads 
another question. 

Teacher says: whoever goes to the right side: 

→ has more than two caries, 
→ has a younger brother or sister 
→ has a pet 
→ He has his hands in his pocket 
→ He likes his parents very much 
→ rides a bike 
→ likes to sing 
→ go to the same school 
→ playing football well 
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→ practice at least twice a week 
→ lives up to two blocks from the school (ten minutes from school) 
→ lightly angry, 
→ Wearing glasses 
→ likes ice cream, 
→ soon gets up, 
→ likes to hang out, 
→ wears watches 
→ wears watch on the right hand 
→ cleans your teeth at least twice a day 
→ likes to eat, 
→ who has encountered discrimination. 

Those who have not met her remain in place, those who have met her are crossing the other side 
of the river. We can comment: “So here we have the happy ones who have not encountered 
discrimination. And on the other hand, there are those who have experience with it ”. We can ask 
on what discrimination was involved, what was the case if students were willing to talk about things 
(often in their class). We ask, what students think about discrimination as discrimination, and clarify 
the discussion of specific examples of students. 

After discussing the discrimination, we ask students why they think that playing with students is 
playing? Students usually they say that it is knowledge, rest, movement, fun… The teacher praises 
the students and emphasizes knowledge. What did we know? What we are found out about 
themselves? - That we all (students usually answer) others, different. But on the other hand, we are 
all the same. And we ask further: where are we different? The students again respond: hair, eyes, 
hobbies, siblings…. So are we the same? There is something connects us all? - After a while they 
usually find out we're all human. 

Conclusion, evaluation:  
The game ends with a generalization that it is important to realize that even if we are each original, 
we must know that we are all humans. Without irrespective of the origin, color, religion, etc., we 
have similar desires (we want to have someone, have a good job, have something eating, living in 
peace…) and rights. Therefore, we should tolerate each other. It is important to get to know each 
other to overcome fear of difference and find a way to each other. 

Note for supervisor: 
After the activity of the River Party, the ground is ready to elaborate more on the subject of human 
rights. 

Information: Basic theses on human rights 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (reflected in the Constitution) enshrines the human 
rights that people have agreed upon. You know some right? Can you list them? What rights have 
been violated for the refugees we talked about? Human rights is a set of basic rules that people 
have agreed upon. These rules determine how people want them to treat each other. In this way, 
individuals have a degree of integrity and dignity, while at the same time requiring respect for 
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others, respect for others' rights and responsibility for their actions. All people in the world have 
human rights, even if they do not know about it or they live in conditions where human rights are 
not respected 

Similarly, migration can be perceived in the context of human rights:  

→ the right to family life allows for marriage, children or parents,  
→ the right to move allows for cross-border travel,  
→ the right to property allows entrepreneurs to develop their business abroad or hire foreign 

workers,  
→ the right to life leads people to seek a better life in another country when they do not offer 

conditions for a decent life (most people do not become migrants; no need to worry that all 
Asians will go to Europe for a better life - people are mostly happy at home, in a familiar 
environment, they have to have quite a lot of reasons for migration and also the possibility 
to leave). 

  

C) Made by… 
Objective: To introduce students the life of some famous refugees. The goal is to destroy 

some stereotypes. 

Concepts: famous people, refugees 

Educational Fields: Man and Society, Multicultural Education  

Equipment: Set of Envelopes with Printed 

cards of personalities and works (see attachment).  

Time: 10-15 minutes 

 

Activity description:  
Students get cards in groups, which they have to pair into pairs. On some, there are photos of 
celebrities, on other products / inventions / works of which these people are authors. Products 
include, for example, Sriracha sauce, car MiniCooper, contraceptives, etc. A foreigner and teacher 
are among the students and help to form the right pair. 

Conclusion, evaluation:  
The lecturer and lecturer-foreigner then explain that they are refugees. There may be a discussion 
of what can influence everything to make a person famous or invent something. 
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D) What do you take with you to the unknown?  
Goal: The opportunity to experience how difficult it is to abandon your favorite things 
and the space we are used to. 

Concepts: refugees, emigration  

Educational areas: Man and society, Personality and social education  

Time: 15 minutes  

Equipment: Writing instruments 

 

Describe of activity:  
The activity can be done in several variants. In principle, it is about making children aware of what 
they use every day, what they like and try imagine they have to give up. 

For example, you can write circuits on the board and one thing a student writes from each circuit 
without which they normally cannot. Circles: 

→ own room 

→ friends, family, 

→ school, 

→ your wardrobe 

→ hobbies, sports, 

→ pet. 

Or we will encourage the students to write a list of things they don't normally do or want to do 
without. We'll let them think over items of daily use and where they want to go - gym, rings, etc. 
We will let them read their lists and then we list 1–6 on the board. Students choose 6 things they 
consider important from the list. 

When the lists of necessary people and things (one or two lists can be done) are done, we will tell 
the students that they are refugees who they must leave the country quickly. We continue to work 
with lists, and students begin to cut them out: what they can't take with them because that is non-
transferable; then what is too heavy or bulky to transport; what goes wrong or is impossible to 
transport. We can add a situation that a person takes something, but loses it, someone steals it or 
has to sell it. 

Conclusion, evaluation: 

If the students had to leave the country where they live - what could they not bring with them from 
the list? What else would they miss? They can add a list. What losses must a person who 
involuntarily leaves his country face? 



  Image.In - Awareness Raising  

  39 

Students, even if they are just strangling on paper, realize how hard it is to say goodbye to selected 
things, even hypothetically. So they can do more put yourself in the stories of children from a 
documentary or refugee they have heard about, or that represents a lecturer-foreigner. 

Note to supervisors: 
The activity can also be used, for example, to reflect the values of students and what is important 
to them (often appearing on facebook, computer games etc.) 
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